‘Political dialogue needed
for de-escalation of tension
between India and Pakistan’

Enough evidence indicating Chinese technology in Pak
nuclear weapons, says Lt Gen (retd ) Prakash Menon
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THE HEIGHTENED levels of ten-
sions between India and
Pakistan will continue till a dia-
loguewasinitiated between the
two nuclear-armed neighbours,
said LieutenantGeneral (retired)
Prakash Menon at an event in
Pune on Tuesday. The former
Army officer was speaking at the
Yashwantrao Chavan Memorial
Lecture, organised by the
Department of Defence and
Strategic Studies of the Savitribai
Phule University (SPPU). The Lt
Gen's book — Strategy Trap: India
and Pakistan under Nuclear
Shadow — was also released by
SPPU Vice-Chancellor Nitin
Karmalkar at the event.

Referring to the events that
unfolded after the Pulwama ter-
ror attack on February 14 and
the subsequent air strikes car-
ried out by India, Lt Gen Menon
said that defence establish-
ments on both sides of the bor-
der continue to remain at the
highest level of alertness.

He said, “Large number of
defence forces of both countries
havebeen mobilised and the de-
escalation can't happen imme-
diately. For the tensions toease,
thereis a need for political dia-
logue thatwill now happen only
post general elections. India can-
not remain in the ‘no-talks’
mode for ever.”

Terming the air strikes in
Balakot as a ‘brilliant use of air
power’ taken up by India in self-
defence, the former infantry of-
ficer said India cannot com-
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Lt Gen (retd) Prakash Menon (second from right) and SPPU
V-CNitin Karmalkar during the Yashwantrao Chavan
Memorial Lecture, in Pune on Tuesday. Express
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pletely prevent Pakistan from

emanating terrorism
from its soil, but India can re-
duce the extent.

“Pakistan’s crackdown on
terrorist organisations is not
enough to convince India, as
they have taken similar stepsin
the past which have not yielded
positive results to curb terrorists
from operating on their soil,”
said Menon.

Stating that China has be-

13 March 2019

come aggressive towards India’s
growing engagements with
western countries in the recent
years, Menon said, “India’s
biggest threat is China and
we will need a long-term strat-
egy to deal with them. The
Chinese are investing in
Pakistan, which then gets pow-
ered to keep tensions with India
always running high.”

Although Pakistan rakes up
its nuclear-armed status every
time there are tensions with
India, Menon ruledout itsactual
use. “The use of nuclear
weaponswilllead toan existen-
tial crisis for Pakistan. But India
has enough evidence indicating
Chinese technology inPakistan's
nuclear weapons,” said the for-
mer Army officer.

Menon, who has served in
Jammuand Kashmir, said, “A lot
of youth are getting indoctri-
nated and the situation there is
toobad.”
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